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' One day the island was visited by a party of those notorious
Phoenician sailors, greedy rogues, with a whole cargo of gew-
gaws in their black ship. Now there happened to be a woman of
their race in my father's house, a fine strapping creature and
clever too with her hands. But the double-dealing Phoenicians
soon turned her head. One of them began it by making love to
her when she was washing clothes, and seducing her by the ship's
hull - and there's nothing like love to lead a woman astray, be
she never so honest. He asked her who she was and where she
came from. She replied by pointing out to him the high roof of
my father's house, and to this she added: "I come from Sidon,
where they deal in bronze. I am the daughter ofArybas, and a
rich man he was. But some Taphian pirates carried me off as I
was coming in from the country, brought me here to tills man's
house and sold me. He gave a good price for me, too!"
* "And how would you like," said her seducer, "to come
home again with us and to see the high roof of your own house,
and your parents in it? For I tell you they are still alive and have
the name of wealthy folk."
( "I would jump at the chance," said the woman, "if you
sailors would swear to bring me safe and sound to my home."
'They were quite willing to promise what she asked, and
solemnly took their oaths. But the woman had something more
fortheirears. "Keep your mouths shut, "she said, "anddon'tlet
any of your party say a word to me if you meet me in the street
or at the well. Someone might go to the house and blab to the
old man, who would clap me into irons if his suspicions were
roused, and see what he could do to kill you all. No, keep the
idea to yourselves, and buy your homeward freight as fast as you
can. When the ship is fully victualled quickly send word to me
up at the house. For I shall bring away some gold with me - all I
can lay my hands on. And there's something else I should gladly
give you in payment for my passage. I'm nurse there in the
house to a nobleman's child - a clever little scamp, who trots
along at my side when we go out. I'm quite ready to bring him
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